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JAMES, DUKE OF YORK.
With James, Duke of York, the diarist was in almost daily communication, and it is evident that the Lord High Admiral held a very favourable opinion respecting the knowledge and abilities of the Clerk of the Acts. The improvements in the administration of the Navy, largely due to the labours of Pepys, were apparently approved by the duke, who is therefore entitled to some of the credit,
In an Admiralty paper (vol. i., p. Ivi) we read: "The principal rules and establishments in present use in these offices are well known to have been of his introducing," and it is said that the general lines of the administration of the Navy remained until the present century much as he left it. In this connection it is interesting to quote the expressed opinion of the Duke of Wellington respecting the Ordnance Office:
"The most curious book ever written perhaps is the 'Memoirs of James II.' It is all extremely curious. By his own showing he was a very weak fellow; but he had great skill nevertheless for the head of a department. His arrangements at the Ordnance were excellent When I [Wellington] was Master-General I brought it back very much to what he ha4 made it" (Earl Stanhope's "Conversations with Wellington," p. 66). For further notes on the government of the navy, see Chapter VI.
The very interesting portrait of James II. by Kneller, on which the painter was engaged at the time of the king's abdication, is now in the possession of Miss Cockerell. It is reported that while James was sitting, the news of the landing of William, Prince of Orange, was brought to him, but he refused to be disturbed, and said, " I have promised Mr. Pepys my picture, and I will finish the sitting."
Other memorials of James II.'s friendship for Pepys belong to Miss Cockerell, such as a chess-table and a beautiful silver-gilt cup, with Pepys's arms engraved upon it.
MONK.
The Duke of Albemarle and the Earl of Clarendon were the two greatest subjects after the royal family in the early